
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
November 3, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
November 3, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering 
Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Kathy White, 
Human Resource Manager; Jamie LeBlanc, WTP Superintendent; Larry Saunders, 
Capital Projects Coordinator; Bill Trueman, Environmental Services Coordinator; Kevin 
Tate, Community Relations Manager; Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; 
Chris Shaff, Planning Engineer; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Cort Wilson, GIS 
Coordinator; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Audience:  
Jones Atterberry (former District 3 PUD Commissioner), Judy Littlefield, Diane 
Robertson, Terri Cook. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for November 3, 2015.   
a. Approval of Minutes 10/27/15 Commission Meeting 
b. Approval of Vouchers  

No. 2647 - Voucher No. 4738 ($1,362.96) 10/30/15  
No. 2648 - Voucher Nos. 4739-4791, Payroll Check Nos. 11477-11557 ($353,474.12) 
11/03/15 

The motion passed. 

Under Manager’s Report: 
• Manager Powell reported being contacted by Karen Klocke at DOH regarding monies 

left over in the State Revolving Fund that may be available for consolidation of the 
District’s Mountain View Estates system and 50% matching funds for the well.  A 
brief discussion ensued regarding the well, hydraulic continuity and loan interest. 

• Attorney Gilbert reported that he will be attending the Water Rights Transfer Seminar 
on Thursday and Friday in Seattle on behalf of the District. 

• Engineering Manager Sidhu reported that discussion regarding bulk water filling 
stations will be addressed under New Business. 

• IT Manager Chrysler reported that staff met with the EVP of Cayenta and his 
implementation VP yesterday.  They will be providing their plan to the District by 
Friday.  The key piece is the completion of the patch that allows Cayenta to correctly 
process data received from Cityworks through the API.  They have promised 
uninterrupted resources by name until this issue is solved.  The District should have a 
clearly defined plan by Friday; however, if there is not clear and positive follow 
through, the President of Harris Utilities Group will be contacted. 

• Operations Manager Fox reported: 
° Expanded on Mountain View Estates, and indicated that there are numerous items 

that require updating and it will be advantageous for the District to consolidate the 
system. 

° Installation of a generator on the Potlatch System will be installed tomorrow to 
back up the booster pump, both for flow and to keep the line pressurized when 
power is out. 

° The dropping level at Judy Reservoir flattened with rain the past week and the 
WTP is taking some water from the streams. 

• Community Relations Manager Tate reported that several Fourth Grade classes will 
tour the WTP this week and he will be attending the multicultural fair at LaVenture 
Middle School on Friday.  Commissioners Littlefield and Robertson commended CR 
Manager Tate for his efforts on behalf of the District in promoting the water industry 
and assisting schools with busing for field trips. 



Under New Business, Manager Powell presented Engineering Manager Sidhu’s 
recommendation to award the Bow Hill Road and Old Highway 99 Bulk Water Filling 
Station Project to Johlin Measurement in the amount of $39,500.  Proposals were 
received from three companies and reviewed based on the same criteria.  Manager Powell 
recommended following Engineering Manager Sidhu’s recommendation and installing 
two stations.  He stated that the District has been approved for grant funding.  Discussion 
ensued regarding grant funding, District costs, budget, potential permitting requirements, 
deadline for installation, and income derived from hydrant metering.  Engineering 
Manager Sidhu stated that every dollar spent is protecting the District’s system from 
hydrant meter use and the potential for cross contamination and he believes the District 
should install filling stations across its service area with or without grant funding.  
Operations Manager Fox concurred with Engineering Manager Sidhu and stated that the 
hydrant meters are under his license and he has a great deal of concern regarding 
potential for cross contamination with hydrant use.  Commissioners Littlefield and 
Robertson agreed that the filling stations are a good plan; Commissioner Cook would 
prefer funds be spent on pipe installation.  Commission Robertson moved to accept the 
proposal from Johlin Measurement for one unit and fund the second unit if the District 
can negotiate the same cost for a second unit in the amount of $33,507.50.  The motion 
passed.  Manager Powell stated that DOH sent a message to DOE that PUD can provide 
potable water to the fill station and a disclaimer will be posted on the station indicating 
the water to the meter is potable, but once it leaves the meter the District is no longer 
liable. 

Under New Business, Manager Powell presented a recommendation to solicit bids for the 
construction of Mann Road LUD No. 31.  He stated that he has reviewed the plans and 
recommends a motion to move forward.  Commissioner Robertson moved to authorize 
the District to solicit bids for the construction of Mann Road LUD No. 31.  The motion 
passed.  Manager Powell stated he believes all the waivers have been received; Clerk of 
the Board Carpenter indicated they had. 

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Powell asked if the Commission would like to cancel the 
meeting of November 10 prior to the Veteran’s Day Holiday on November 11.  
Commissioner Cook moved to cancel the Commission meeting of November 10, 2015.  
The motion passed. 

Under Audience Comments, Judy Littlefield commented that the audio has improved for 
the meetings, and the audience can hear more clearly. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook stated he believed there was going 
to be an executive session today; Commissioner Littlefield replied that Commission Cook 
received the email from Manager Powell explaining why the executive session was being 
postponed.  Commissioner Cook stated he had questions; Commissioner Littlefield 
replied the executive session will be held at another meeting and he will have an 
opportunity for his questions at that time. 

Commissioner Robertson stated one of his daughters lives in Austin and shared some 
information she sent regarding water conditions from the Texas Water Development 
Board concerning the drought conditions and improvement following recent heavy rains. 

Commissioner Littlefield reported he would be attending the Public Utility Risk 
Management Services (PURMS) semi-annual meeting this week. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of November 3, 2015 was 
adjourned at 5:11 PM. 

 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


